
Traffic signs 
and their 
meaning



Regulatory signs ( 75 )

St. Andrew's Cross Give way Stop. Give way 208 Priority of 
oncoming traffic

Prescribed direction 
of travel right

Prescribed direction 
of travel straight 

ahead

Prescribed direction 
of travel here right

roundabout

one way street Mandatory passing 
on the right

drive on shoulder 
too


No more driving on 
the hard shoulder

leave the shoulder
 Bus stop for public 
transport and school 

buses

Taxi stand cycle path



Bridleway sidewalk Shared pedestrian 
and cycle path

Separate cycle and 
pedestrian path

Beginning of a 
pedestrian zone

End of a pedestrian 
zone

Start of a bicycle 
street

End of a bicycle 
street

Start of a bicycle 
zone

End of a bicycle zone dedicated bus lanes Ban on all types of 
vehicles

Ban on motor 
vehicles and other 
multi-lane motor 

vehicles

Ban on motor 
vehicles over 3.5 t

Ban on cycling Ban on motorcycles, 
including those with 

sidecars, mopeds 
and mopeds



Ban on mopeds Ban for riders Prohibition for 
pedestrians

Ban on motor 
vehicles

Prohibition of motor 
vehicles carrying 
dangerous goods 

that require labeling

End of a pedestrian 
zone

Prohibition for 
vehicles exceeding 
the stated actual 

axle load

Prohibition for vehicles 
exceeding the specified 

actual width

Prohibition for vehicles 
above the specified 

actual height

Prohibition for 
vehicles exceeding 
the stated actual 

length

No entry Snow chains required

Prohibition for 
vehicles with water-

polluting cargo

Start of a traffic ban 
zone to reduce 

harmful air pollution 
in a zone

End of a traffic ban 
zone to reduce 

harmful air pollution 
in a zone

Prohibition of turning



Prohibition of falling 
below the specified 
minimum distance

Maximum permitted 
speed

Start of a 30 km/h 
zone

Ban onEnd of a 30 
km/h zone

Prescribed minimum 
speed Overtaking prohibited 

for all types of motor 
vehicles

Overtaking ban for 
motor vehicles over 

3.5 t

Prohibition of overtaking 
single-track vehicles for 

multi-track motor 
vehicles and motorcycles 

with sidecars


Prohibition for vehicles 
above the specified 

actual height

End of the prescribed 
minimum speed

End of the overtaking 
ban for all types of 

motor vehicles

End of the overtaking 
ban for motor 

vehicles over 3.5 t

End of the ban on 
overtaking single-track 
vehicles for multi-track 

motor vehicles and 
motorcycles with 

sidecars

End of all route-
related speed limits 
and overtaking bans

Absolute no-
stopping zone

Restricted stopping 
ban



Prohibition of falling 
below the specified 
minimum distance

End of a restricted 
stopping ban for a 

zone

pedestrian crossing stop line


Prescribed minimum 
speed Overtaking prohibited 

for all types of motor 
vehicles

Overtaking ban for 
motor vehicles over 

3.5 t

Prohibition of overtaking 
single-track vehicles for 

multi-track motor 
vehicles and motorcycles 

with sidecars


Prohibition for vehicles 
above the specified 

actual height

End of the prescribed 
minimum speed



Danger signs ( 33 )

Danger point Flight operations pedestrian crossing cattle drive, animals

Rockfall Snow or ice chippings, gravel River bank

Insufficient 
clearance profile

Movable bridge Intersection or 
junction with right-

of-way

Curve (right)

Double curve 
(initially right)


Slope (10%) gradient (12%) Uneven road surface



Risk of skidding or 
slipping

Crosswind Narrowed roadway One-sided (right) 
narrowed roadway

workplace traffic jam oncoming traffic traffic light system

pedestrian Children Cycling Wild animals 
crossing

railway crossing Level crossing with 
three-lane beacon

Three-lane beacon 
(about 240 m before 
the level crossing)

Two-lane beacon 
(about 160 m before 
the level crossing)



Risk of skidding or 
slipping

Crosswind Narrowed roadway One-sided (right) 
narrowed roadway

workplace traffic jam oncoming traffic traffic light system

pedestrian Children Cycling Wild animals 
crossing

railway crossing Level crossing with 
three-lane beacon

Three-lane beacon 
(about 240 m before 
the level crossing)

Two-lane beacon 
(about 160 m before 
the level crossing)



Right of way (at the 
next intersection or 

junction)
priority road
 End of the priority 

road
Priority over 

oncoming traffic

Place name sign 
(front)

Place name sign 
(back)

Park Parking garage

Start of a parking 
management zone

End of a parking 
management zone

Parking on sidewalks Parking and travel

Hikers' parking lot parking disc Beginning of a 
traffic-calmed area

End of a traffic-
calmed area



tunnel Emergency stopping 
and breakdown bay Highway End of the highway

motorway End of the motorway Exit sign on the 
motorway

Exit sign on other 
roads outside the 

motorway

Exit from the 
motorway


Exit from other 
roads outside the 

motorway
Guideline


Waiting line

shark teeth
 pedestrian crossing Cycle superhighway
 End of the cycle 
superhighway




Water protection 
area

Traffic assistant
dead end End of the highway

First aid police
telephone Emergency call box

gas station
 Gas station with LPG
 Gas station with 
natural gas motorway hotel


motorway 
guesthouse


Highway kiosk
 toilet Tent and caravan 
site




Tourist office or 
information center


Breakdown 
assistance

Pedestrian 
underpass

Charging station for 
electric vehicles

Hydrogen filling 
station

Motorhome and 
caravan site

Place name sign Tourist information

Tourist route
Tourist information 

board

Toll obligation 
according to the 

Federal Highway Toll 
Act

End of toll obligation 
under the Federal 
Highway Toll Act

Toll road customs office
Information board at 

border crossing 
points

Color ring on 
lanterns that do not 

burn all night



License plate for 
federal highways

License plate for 
motorways

Motorway junctions 
(motorway exits, motorway 

interchanges and 
motorway triangles)


License plate for 
European roads

Hydrogen filling 
station

Motorhome and 
caravan site

Arrow signs on 
federal highways

Arrow signs on other 
roads

Arrow signs on 
roads with less 

traffic importance
Arrow signs for 

specific types of 
traffic

Signposts for specific 
types of traffic
 End of toll obligation 

under the Federal 
Highway Toll Act

Arrow signs to 
destinations with 
significant traffic 

importance Table guide
Street name sign Advance signs 

outside motorways



Structured advance 
sign outside 
motorways

Advance sign to the 
motorway

Advance signs for certain 
types of traffic

Indication of 
motorway exit, 

motorway junction 
or motorway triangle

Reference to truck 
stop in the 

immediate vicinity of 
the motorway exit

Advance signs on 
motorways


Warning beacon on 
motorways (three-

lane, two-lane, 
single-lane)

Distance sign on 
motorways

Detour signpost Announcement or 
continuation of the 

diversion
End of diversion

Detour 
announcement

End of diversion
Plan sketch (for 

diversion)

Demand redirection Further demand 
redirection



Detour arrow (route 
recommendation)

End of a route 
recommendation

Transition to the 
oncoming lane
 Transition to the 

opposite lane with 
narrowed left lane

Short turn with 
oncoming traffic Narrowing (end of a 

lane)

Widening and 
specifying a 

minimum speed

Consolidation of 
traffic flows

Block bypass



Transport facilities ( 14 )

barrier
Bollards Hachure beacon traffic cones

Mobile warning 
board

Mobile warning sign 
with flashing arrow

Delineator post 
(right)

Delineator post (left)

Direction sign in 
curves

circuit board Guiding stone Guide rail with guide 
beacon

Guide board with 
guide beacon

Parking warning sign



Other characters ( 3 )

Green arrow sign (allows you to turn right from the right 
lane after stopping at the stop line when the traffic light 
is red)

Green arrow sign with restriction to bicycle traffic


Military load-bearing capacity signs on bridges (NATO 
bridge signs)



Transport facilities ( 14 )

direction, pointing 
left Direction of the danger 

point, pointing right
Pedestrians use the 
sidewalk opposite

Both directions (e.g. 
cycle path)

Cyclists cross from 
right and left

Cyclists in oncoming 
traffic

Length of a route 
(800 m)

Course of the priority 
road at intersections 

(from bottom to 
left)

After 200 m distance Stop in 100 m
Zipper only in 200 m

Danger sign for 
caravans on downhill 
stretches with strong 

crosswinds on 
motorways

Risk of accidents oil track chippings right of way has 
changed



traffic routing 
changed

Direction of the danger 
point, pointing right

Pedestrians use the 
sidewalk opposite

Motor vehicles with a 
maximum 

permissible mass 
exceeding 3.5 t, 
including their 

trailers, and tractors. 
Except passenger 
cars and buses


Passenger cars Passenger car with 
trailer

E-bikes
Electric vehicles

Motorhomes
Small electric 

vehicles within the 
meaning of the Small 

Electric Vehicles 
Regulation (eKFV)

Bicycle for 
transporting goods 
or people – cargo 

bike
Car sharing

End walk your bike Green wave at XX 
km/h

Severely disabled 
people with parking 

permit no. ... free



Cyclists and 
residents free

Inline skating and 
roller skating free residents only Cyclists free

Mopeds free

Motorcycles, including 
those with sidecars, 
mopeds and small 

motorcycles are 
permitted


E-bikes free E-bikes and mopeds 
free

Small electric 
vehicles free

Passenger cars free Trucks with trailers 
free

Bus free

Motor vehicles and 
trains that cannot 

or are not allowed to 
travel faster than 25 

km/h,
Car sharing vehicles 

free
Taxis only public transportation 

only



delivery only
Agricultural and 

forestry traffic free
 residents only Electric vehicles free

Exemption from the 
traffic ban according 

to Section 40 
Paragraph 1 of the 
Federal Immission 

Control Act

Winter sports 
permitted, limited 

time (10am - 4pm)

Time restriction (4 

pm - 6 pm) Parking disc 2 hours

Parking with parking 
disc in marked areas 

2 hours

Time restriction 
(weekdays)

Time restriction 
(6am - 10pm on 

Sundays and public 
holidays)

School bus (daytime 
use)

Only severely 
disabled people with 
exceptional walking 
difficulties and blind 

people

Only residents with 
parking permit no. …

Only articulated 
vehicles and trucks 

with trailers

Motor vehicles and 
trains up to 25 km/h 

may be overtaken



Only trucks, buses 
and passenger cars 

with trailers

Route ban for the 
transport of 

dangerous goods 
on roads


Route ban for 
vehicles with water-

polluting cargo

Weight (7.5 t)

Only trucks, buses 
and passenger cars 

with trailers

Route ban for the 
transport of 

dangerous goods 
on roads


No stopping on the 
hard shoulder

Also buses and 
passenger cars with 
trailers (in the area 
of truck controls)


